
2/3/2019

1

“Who Do you Say I AM?”
Mark 8:29
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Who is Jesus?

Jesus is often depicted as:

An Ancient Philosopher A guru or moral teacher
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Jesus is often depicted as:

“The Head of Christ” 
Richard Hook
America
Circa 1968

Jesus is the 
Divine Lord!

Different than any other religious 
leader (Mohammed, Confucius, 
Moses, etc.), Jesus claims to be God:

 “Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 
8:58)

 “I and the Father are one.” (John 
10:30)

 …and 12 other I AM statements in 
the Gospel of John alone!

 He is the Divine Son of God who 
took on human flesh (became 
incarnate).
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Jesus is truly God, truly Man

• As truly man, Jesus was just like us in every way but sin.
• He had a birthday (Christmas)
• He carried children in His arms (“Let the children come to Me.”)
• He cried (Lazarus)
• He had a sense of humor (Called James and John the “Sons of Thunder” 

because of their fiery preaching style)
• He ate food (Dined with Matthew, the Tax Collector)
• He had close friends (His Apostles, especially Peter, James, and John – the 

three present for The Transfiguration)
• He attended parties (Wedding at Cana)
• He worked with His hands (Was a carpenter with His adoptive father, Joseph)

Jesus is truly God, truly Man

• As truly divine, Jesus:
• Calmed the stormy seas
• Walked on water
• Cast out demons
• Could read people’s minds and hearts
• Raised people from the dead
• Raised Himself from the dead
• Tells us that He is God.
• Makes the very inner life of God present in the world.
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Why did God become man in the 
Person of Jesus?

Why become man?

• To reconcile us with God.
• To reveal God’s love, His 

inner life.
• To be a model of holiness.
• To enable us to share in the 

divine life of God.
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Reconciliation 
with God…
Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
introduced sin into the world and 
were cast from the Garden of Eden.

As a result, all human kind are now 
born with the stain of Original Sin, 
which can only be removed through 
the Sacrament of Baptism, a 
Sacrament instituted by Jesus.

Because of His sacrifice, Jesus is the 
means by which we can reconcile 
ourselves with God when we sin 
against Him, when we fail to put God 
first in our lives.

Revelation of 
God’s love for us…

God loved us SO much that He 
humbled Himself by taking on 
human flesh in the Person of 
Jesus.
God sacrificed His only 
begotten Son for love of us.
Jesus died on the cross to save 
us.
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Jesus:  The model of holiness
• Shows us that true love means sacrifice
• Following God’s laws show that we love Him (obedience to God).
• Gives us verbal instructions how to live:

• The Beatitudes (Blessed are the poor in spirit…”)
• The Great Commandments (Love God, Love neighbor)
• Parables

• Provides an example with His actions
• Humble obedience to the Father
• Calling others to discipleship-bringing others to God the Father
• Prays to and worships God 

• Gave us the Our Father
• Modeled fasting as a way to communicate with God
• Worships in the Temple.

Who do we say Jesus is?
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We need to decide:
Either Jesus is really who He says 
He is…

• He is Lord, as He revealed to us, 
and we should believe 
wholeheartedly…we cannot just 
think of Jesus as merely a good 
teacher with some interesting 
moral ideas on how to live a 
satisfying life.

Or Not…

• He was a liar, OR
• He was a lunatic.

Which choice will you make?

If Jesus is Lord, then 
we need to do what 
He says.

• “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and 
do not do what I say?” (Matthew 
6:46)

• Living in right relationship with God, 
practicing virtuous living, will bring 
true happiness and joy in the midst 
of trial. 

• Turning our backs on God by pursuing 
all things worldly brings chaos, and 
unrest.  “Our hearts are restless until 
they rest in Thee, O Lord.” (St. 
Augustine)

We need to be friends with Jesus!
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Following Christ

Decide you believe in Christ 
and want to follow Him

Decide you believe in Christ 
and want to follow Him

Have a conversation with 
Jesus:  tell Him you love Him 

and let Him know of your 
desire to let Him be the 

center of your life. 

Have a conversation with 
Jesus:  tell Him you love Him 

and let Him know of your 
desire to let Him be the 

center of your life. 

Ask for Jesus’ help in 
following him. Do this daily.

Ask for Jesus’ help in 
following him. Do this daily.

Ask for help from others.Ask for help from others.

It is OK to go slow.  If you 
need to make changes a 

little at a time, God knows 
your heart and your 

struggles.

It is OK to go slow.  If you 
need to make changes a 

little at a time, God knows 
your heart and your 

struggles.

Remember that God loves 
you so much and wants the 

best for you.  

Remember that God loves 
you so much and wants the 

best for you.  

Who is truly the Lord 
of your life?
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Will you allow Jesus to sit 
on the throne of your heart 

and reign over your life?

19


